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(b)  Machines reduce the demand for skilled labour and make
the worker's task more monotonous.

(c) Machines intensify the worker's labour. In the most up-to-
date automobile factories, the chassis of a car is placed on a
moving platform which passes between two lines of workmen,
each of whom puts a specific part into the car as it passes him.
The workman's rate of work is determined by the motion of the
platform.  If he cannot keep up with it, he must drop out, and
many do drop out, finding the strain too much for them. The
most tyrannical foreman is not so effective as this mechanical
device in keeping men working at full pitch.

INDUSTRIAL CONCENTRATION

Industrial concentration is an inevitable consequence of the
steam-engine. Steam-power cannot be diffused. It must be
applied on the spot where it is created. In this it differs from
electricity which can be transmitted long distances; and it is
interesting to speculate what course industrial evolution would
have taken if electricity had been discovered before steam.
More than likely, industry would have remained decentralized.1
But steam coining first, industrial concentration became inevit-
able; it has assumed three main forms, (i) technical, (2) geo-
graphical, (3) financial.

i*.  Technical Concentration

The use of steam-driven machinery made an enlargement of
the technical unit of production unavoidable. Expensive steam-
engines could not be fitted up in small domestic workshops.
They required to be concentrated in one large building, to which
the workers resorted. The rise of factory production is a little
difficult to trace in its early stages; so much of it went un-
recorded. But one or two points are fairly clear. The earliest
factories were textile factories and most of them were spinning-
mills. There was a reason for this. The objection of the working
classes to factory discipline was as strong as ever, so the mill-

1 For a discussion of the advantages of decentralized industry and of the possi-
bility of restoring it under modern conditions, see the work of the Russian anarchist,
Kropotkin, Fields, Factories, and Workshops.